
                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                       
 

December 2025: Interim review of news coverage of devolved 

politics  

Professor Stephen Cushion and Llion Carbis, Cardiff School of Journalism, Media and 

Culture, Cardiff University 

We have been systematically tracking the social media accounts of the BBC, ITV, Channel 4, 

Channel 5 and Sky News and their online news coverage of devolved politics between 

October and December 2025. So far we have examined over 1000 posts across either their 

news or politics X accounts, including many links to online news stories, and identified 

whether they have some or clear devolved relevance (in areas like health and education). We 

would acknowledge X (formerly Twitter) may have diminishing importance for each 

broadcaster’s social media strategy. But we have used this as a starting point to track stories 

on other social media accounts across Instagram, Facebook and TikTok. We plan to dig 

deeper and anaylse more online articles and TV news coverage over the coming weeks and 

months – what we have submitted to this committee is work in progress. The project received 

support from the Welsh Government via Creative Wales. 

In the case of the BBC, our analysis is interpreted in light of the latest its editorial guidance 

on reporting the UK. 

For context BBC editorial guidelines on reporting the UK 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                       
 

Preliminary findings 

• Several social media posts and online articles do not reference relevance to England 

only (or England and Wales only)  

• Many social media posts do not signpost relevance to England only, but either the 

headlines or opening sections of online articles do 

• Several online articles do not make any references to either England, Scotland, Wales 

or Northern Ireland when reporting issues primarily relevant to England only 

• Several references to “the government” without stating UK government or to “you” or 

nationwide despite being relevant to England only (or England and Wales) 

• Several references to Secretary of States without stating their jurisdictions 

• Very few social media posts about the devolved nations (either Scotland, Wales or 

Northern Ireland) and when they are often a bit quirky 

• No articles or social media posts adopt a compare and contrast approach of the nations 

devolved policies when there were opportunities for comparative review of 

administrations 

 

Interim review 

We have lots of examples we can share, but for this interim review we have just included a 

few stories across different areas of reporting to demonstrate indicative findings. We will 

provide a more detailed breakdown of numbers in a full report scheduled for completion in 

early 2026 just ahead of the devolved elections in Scotland and Wales. We are happy to share 

once complete. Above all, we would recommend the editorial guidance of broadcasters is 

updated to take into account how people are relying more on social media for their news and 

scrolling through posts without always reading the contents of them.  

In the UK, social media has become the dominant gateway for news, with 52% of adults 

using it for news as opposed to directly visiting websites, especially among younger 

audiences (in fact, only 25% of 18–24-year-olds access news sites directly). Ofcom data 

shows that 60% of online news consumption occurs via intermediaries such as social 

platforms, where users typically skim headlines rather than read full articles. This prompted 

the regulator to commission an audience study titled “Scrolling news: The changing face of 

online news consumption”, which found people’s engagement with media was largely passive 

through headline-level exposure to stories. Indeed, Twitter (now X) introduced a “read before 

you retweet” warning on its platform because news was being widely shared without being 

read.  In short, since many people now scroll through news headlines, how stories are framed 

on social media could influence how people understand what is happening in the world.  

https://pa.media/blogs/editorial-data/social-media-the-new-era-of-news-consumption/
https://natcen.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2025-06/bsa-42-%7C-politics-and-social-media-1679.pdf
https://natcen.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2025-06/bsa-42-%7C-politics-and-social-media-1679.pdf
https://pressgazette.co.uk/publishers/digital-journalism/social-media-news-digital-news-report/
https://mediacat.uk/uk-adults-spend-61-minutes-per-day-consuming-news/
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/siteassets/resources/documents/research-and-data/tv-radio-and-on-demand-research/tv-research/news/news-consumption-2018/scrolling-news.pdf?v=323321
https://www.reuters.com/article/world/fact-check-twitters-read-before-you-retweet-warnings-do-not-just-target-cons-idUSKBN2781TX/


                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                       
 

Indicative findings 

 

Several social media posts and online news articles do not 

reference relevance to England only (or England and Wales only)  

 

BBC Politics on X: ""We will abolish police and crime commissioners at the end of their 

current term in 2028" Home Office Minister Sarah Jones outlines government plans to scrap 

PCCs https://t.co/DBf12MSvAg https://t.co/y4dyS5yWtc" / X 

 

 

https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1989705571155542125?s=20  

Online article: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cj41j8qlz95o?  

 

https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1988940037338063321?s=20
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1988940037338063321?s=20
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1988940037338063321?s=20
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1989705571155542125?s=20
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cj41j8qlz95o


                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                       
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/100064588333588/posts/1270835201746079/?mibextid=wwXIfr

&rdid=6VNMEucCmeGZ7rrs#  

No mention of funding to support university training in England in online news article (brief 

mention of a separate scheme for secondary schools in England): 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cly9y7gg6eqo?  

 

No reference to England on Tik Tok 

https://www.tiktok.com/@bbcnews/video/7566679332366585110?_r=1&_t=ZN-

928EIXcCz38  

No reference to England in online news story yet references to UK 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cvgvewd705qo  

 

https://www.facebook.com/100064588333588/posts/1270835201746079/?mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=6VNMEucCmeGZ7rrs
https://www.facebook.com/100064588333588/posts/1270835201746079/?mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=6VNMEucCmeGZ7rrs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cly9y7gg6eqo
https://www.tiktok.com/@bbcnews/video/7566679332366585110?_r=1&_t=ZN-928EIXcCz38
https://www.tiktok.com/@bbcnews/video/7566679332366585110?_r=1&_t=ZN-928EIXcCz38
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cvgvewd705qo


                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                       
 

 

https://www.tiktok.com/@bbcnews/video/7563742722645953814?_r=1&_t=ZN-

928QATxZK9W  

 

 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DRnSV-

2EwEl/?igsh=MW1hYWd4eTNwZjU5OQ%3D%3D  

https://www.tiktok.com/@bbcnews/video/7563742722645953814?_r=1&_t=ZN-928QATxZK9W
https://www.tiktok.com/@bbcnews/video/7563742722645953814?_r=1&_t=ZN-928QATxZK9W
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DRnSV-2EwEl/?igsh=MW1hYWd4eTNwZjU5OQ%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DRnSV-2EwEl/?igsh=MW1hYWd4eTNwZjU5OQ%3D%3D


                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                       
 

 

Channel 5 News on X: "Boris Johnson admits his government let down kids during the 

pandemic. The former Prime Minister has been giving evidence at the Covid inquiry, 

specifically answering questions about how children were affected. He denied claims that 

there wasn't any planning for closing schools. https://t.co/THFpFVQR14" / X 

 

 

https://www.tiktok.com/@itvnews/video/7582681812611124502?_r=1&_t=ZN-

92MAoYPoUxK  

 

https://x.com/5_News/status/1980678454828839402?s=20
https://x.com/5_News/status/1980678454828839402?s=20
https://x.com/5_News/status/1980678454828839402?s=20
https://x.com/5_News/status/1980678454828839402?s=20
https://www.tiktok.com/@itvnews/video/7582681812611124502?_r=1&_t=ZN-92MAoYPoUxK
https://www.tiktok.com/@itvnews/video/7582681812611124502?_r=1&_t=ZN-92MAoYPoUxK


                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                       
 

 

https://www.tiktok.com/@c4news/video/7584812938553298198?_r=1&_t=ZN-

92MB7NH4kru  

 

 

Sky News on X: "‘You can’t say you’re the only sensible party on the economy when you 

can’t say how much it’s going to cost.’ @SophyRidgeSky questions shadow minister Saqib 

Bhatti on Tory plans to cut business rates for high street shops and pubs. 

https://t.co/mkAGth1VuT 📺 Sky 501 & YT https://t.co/sjHomRuy3e" / X 

 

 

https://www.tiktok.com/@c4news/video/7584812938553298198?_r=1&_t=ZN-92MB7NH4kru
https://www.tiktok.com/@c4news/video/7584812938553298198?_r=1&_t=ZN-92MB7NH4kru
https://x.com/SkyNews/status/1975143719750750474?s=20
https://x.com/SkyNews/status/1975143719750750474?s=20
https://x.com/SkyNews/status/1975143719750750474?s=20
https://x.com/SkyNews/status/1975143719750750474?s=20


                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                       
 

Many social media posts do not signpost relevance to England 

only, but either the headlines or opening sections of online articles 

do 

 

BBC Politics on X: "Councils warn of "total collapse" in special needs system 

https://t.co/X9a5p1AiKK" / X 

Online article: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c9v127xp2r4o  

 

 

https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1989344069726740592?s=20
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1989344069726740592?s=20
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c9v127xp2r4o


                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                       
 

BBC Politics on X: "Minister broke rules over football watchdog appointment 

https://t.co/FXgwV22bnE" / X 

Online article: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cpwv0nr72pyo  

 

 

Several online articles do not make any references to either 

England, Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland when reporting 

issues primarily relevant to England only 

 

 

BBC Politics on X: "Funding NHS facilities with private finance a breach of manifesto, 

Labour MPs say https://t.co/7n7gxI4fTU" / X 

And online news story: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cp8y8g7djxlo?  

At no point is England mentioned in article with references to “the government”. This is 

despite the fact that this was well signaled in UK Gov announcement:  

 

https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1986816714705641900?s=20
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1986816714705641900?s=20
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cpwv0nr72pyo
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1991790453306401191?s=20
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1991790453306401191?s=20
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cp8y8g7djxlo


                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                       
 

 

 

 

BBC Politics on X: "Government promises 50,000 new apprenticeships in youth employment 

push https://t.co/3p7vbi1yGG" / X 

 

https://www.facebook.com/100064588333588/posts/1319459656883633/?mibextid=wwXIfr

&rdid=4Bde19ntftxurbvZ#  

And online news story: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cvgkpzpy1zno?  

https://x.com/bbcpolitics/status/1997945521399324862?s=46
https://x.com/bbcpolitics/status/1997945521399324862?s=46
https://www.facebook.com/100064588333588/posts/1319459656883633/?mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=4Bde19ntftxurbvZ
https://www.facebook.com/100064588333588/posts/1319459656883633/?mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=4Bde19ntftxurbvZ
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cvgkpzpy1zno


                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                       
 

The announcement does not explicitly specify whether it applies only to England or across 

the whole UK, but there are strong indicators it’s England-focused: 

England-specific elements: 

• The £140 million pilot involves partnerships with Mayors , and only England has the 

mayoral system being referenced (Metro Mayors) 

• The reforms involve Skills England , which is specifically the English skills body, not 

a UK-wide organization 

• References to the “Growth and Skills Levy”  are England-specific reforms to the 

Apprenticeship Levy 

Ambiguous language: 

• The announcement says “50,000 young people across the country” , which could 

mean the whole UK or just England 

• The press release comes from the Department for Work and Pensions, which has both 

reserved (UK-wide) and devolved (England-only) responsibilities  

Given that apprenticeships are devolved and the announcement specifically mentions 

England-only mechanisms (Skills England, English mayors, Growth and Skills Levy 

reforms), this is almost certainly an England-only policy. 

 

 

https://news.sky.com/story/wes-streeting-accuses-bma-of-behaving-like-moaning-minnies-

13478661?dcmp=snt-sf-twitter 

Sky News item makes no reference to strikes happening in England – not in Scotland, Wales 

or Northern Ireland.  

 

https://news.sky.com/story/wes-streeting-accuses-bma-of-behaving-like-moaning-minnies-13478661?dcmp=snt-sf-twitter
https://news.sky.com/story/wes-streeting-accuses-bma-of-behaving-like-moaning-minnies-13478661?dcmp=snt-sf-twitter


                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                       
 

 

https://www.itv.com/news/2025-10-19/new-v-level-qualification-announced-to-offer-

vocational-education-to-students 

No mention of England in ITV online news story, but referenced on TV news in link on 

webpage. 

 

Several references to “the government” without stating UK 

government or to “you” or nationwide despite being relevant to 

England only (or England and Wales) 

 

BBC Politics on X: "Zarah Sultana says new party is aiming to 'run government' 

https://t.co/JVTrouuUhx" / X 

https://www.itv.com/news/2025-10-19/new-v-level-qualification-announced-to-offer-vocational-education-to-students
https://www.itv.com/news/2025-10-19/new-v-level-qualification-announced-to-offer-vocational-education-to-students
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1984176332066992412?s=20
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1984176332066992412?s=20


                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                       
 

 

BBC Politics on X: "Government set to miss 1.5m target, housebuilders warn 

https://t.co/M4tY2mZiMt" / X 

 

BBC Politics on X: "Government promises 50,000 new apprenticeships in youth employment 

push https://t.co/3p7vbi1yGG" / X 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c0l9nrkd4z6o?  

 

https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1983502533063541061?s=20
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1983502533063541061?s=20
https://x.com/bbcpolitics/status/1997945521399324862?s=46
https://x.com/bbcpolitics/status/1997945521399324862?s=46
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c0l9nrkd4z6o


                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                       
 

 

BBC Politics on X: "Renters' Rights Bill becomes law - here's what it means for you 

https://t.co/g2aEDhAoEt" / X 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/100064588333588/posts/1304536071709325/?mibextid=wwXIfr

&rdid=YPCx7noHOeFS3Gr1#  

https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1982925573904044450?s=20
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1982925573904044450?s=20
https://www.facebook.com/100064588333588/posts/1304536071709325/?mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=YPCx7noHOeFS3Gr1
https://www.facebook.com/100064588333588/posts/1304536071709325/?mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=YPCx7noHOeFS3Gr1


                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                       
 

 

https://www.tiktok.com/@bbcnews/video/7565096403375033622?_r=1&_t=ZN-

928NcRtkXva  

 

 

https://x.com/5_News/status/1975613953792172131?s=20  

 

 

 

https://www.tiktok.com/@bbcnews/video/7565096403375033622?_r=1&_t=ZN-928NcRtkXva
https://www.tiktok.com/@bbcnews/video/7565096403375033622?_r=1&_t=ZN-928NcRtkXva
https://x.com/5_News/status/1975613953792172131?s=20


                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                       
 

Several references to Secretary of States without stating their 

jurisdictions 

 

BBC Politics on X: "“I think you’ll begin to see improvement again on waiting lists in the 

coming months” Health Secretary Wes Streeting defends the government’s record on the 

NHS after waiting lists increased in the last few months #BBCLauraK 

https://t.co/CkTHGctZ4k https://t.co/Y4IcbOdN1p" / X 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/100064588333588/posts/1320193696810229/?mibextid=wwXIfr

&rdid=1Wb2tI20jAWKYPGk#  

 

https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1982398860166094890?s=20
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1982398860166094890?s=20
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1982398860166094890?s=20
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1982398860166094890?s=20
https://www.facebook.com/100064588333588/posts/1320193696810229/?mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=1Wb2tI20jAWKYPGk
https://www.facebook.com/100064588333588/posts/1320193696810229/?mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=1Wb2tI20jAWKYPGk


                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                       
 

 

BBC Politics on X: "Swinney: No 'shortcut' to NHS wait time reduction 

https://t.co/o1JUwAGf25" / X 

 

 

https://www.tiktok.com/@skynews/video/7582379293410577667?_r=1&_t=ZN-

92MCIa5cEJa 

 

 

https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1976762183431156020?s=20
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1976762183431156020?s=20
https://www.tiktok.com/@skynews/video/7582379293410577667?_r=1&_t=ZN-92MCIa5cEJa
https://www.tiktok.com/@skynews/video/7582379293410577667?_r=1&_t=ZN-92MCIa5cEJa


                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                       
 

 

https://x.com/ITVNewsPolitics/status/1973353079820235085?s=20 

 

 

https://x.com/SkyNews/status/1996191589904093479 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://x.com/ITVNewsPolitics/status/1973353079820235085?s=20
https://x.com/SkyNews/status/1996191589904093479


                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                       
 

Very few social media posts about the devolved nations 

(either Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland) and when 

they are often a bit quirky or novel 

 

 

BBC Politics on X: "Former SNP MP Mhairi Black to join cast of BBC drama 

https://t.co/HtzVcFZ6Gq" / X  

 

 

BBC Politics on X: "SNP moves to force the government to formally strip Prince Andrew of 

all his Royal titles https://t.co/bUX37yxXLL" / X 

 

 

https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1983547468286435404?s=20
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1983547468286435404?s=20
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1980548648707518563?s=20
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1980548648707518563?s=20


                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                       
 

 

Channel 5 News on X: "Plaid Cymru has won the Caerphilly by-election. Lindsay Whittle 

claimed victory in the Senedd race by more than 3,000 votes.  Reform finished second and 

Labour, which has held the seat since 1999, placed third. https://t.co/V86rEEhGoy" / X 

 

No social media posts or articles adopt a compare and contrast 

approach of the nations devolved policies when there were 

opportunities for comparative review of administrations 

 

BBC Politics on X: ""I take full responsibility for all the decisions that we took," Boris 

Johnson tells the Covid inquiry "Insofar as we got things wrong, then of course I apologise 

for that," the former PM adds Follow live: https://t.co/cFgjr67g4S https://t.co/JpGIdIHoJR" / 

X 

https://x.com/5_News/status/1981758530320224630?s=20
https://x.com/5_News/status/1981758530320224630?s=20
https://x.com/5_News/status/1981758530320224630?s=20
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1980568678849487216?s=20
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1980568678849487216?s=20
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1980568678849487216?s=20
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1980568678849487216?s=20


                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                       
 

 

 

https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1997950534217547866  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c05867zv6q8o?  

 

 

BBC Politics on X: "Health Secretary Wes Streeting orders review into mental health and 

ADHD diagnosis https://t.co/yIVDGxqUsO" / X 

And in online article: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ce8q26q2r75o?  

 

https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1997950534217547866
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c05867zv6q8o
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1996529920860639501
https://x.com/BBCPolitics/status/1996529920860639501
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ce8q26q2r75o


                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                       
 

 

https://www.tiktok.com/@bbcnews/video/7564011337840397590?_r=1&_t=ZN-

928OYisP5Yk  

Tik Tok video mentions England, but did not take up opportunity to compare fees across 

other nations like Scotland and Wales. 

 

 

https://x.com/5_News/status/1988675662241042587?s=20 

Weight loss jabs prescription rules different across the nations. 

https://www.tiktok.com/@bbcnews/video/7564011337840397590?_r=1&_t=ZN-928OYisP5Yk
https://www.tiktok.com/@bbcnews/video/7564011337840397590?_r=1&_t=ZN-928OYisP5Yk
https://x.com/5_News/status/1988675662241042587?s=20


                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                       
 

 

  

https://www.itv.com/news/2025-10-22/v-levels-gcse-resits-tuition-fees-education-secretary-

answers-your-questions 

ITV News social media post does not mention relevance to England only. There is also a 7 

minute interview embedded in online story with an ITV reporter where there was no 

reference to policies being relevant to England only. No reference to Scotland, Wales or 

Northern Ireland and any devolve differences.  

https://www.itv.com/news/2025-10-22/v-levels-gcse-resits-tuition-fees-education-secretary-answers-your-questions
https://www.itv.com/news/2025-10-22/v-levels-gcse-resits-tuition-fees-education-secretary-answers-your-questions

